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Abstract: This paper explores the formulation of a 

universal ethical framework through the lens of theological 

pluralism, acknowledging the diverse metaphysical narratives 

that shape moral reasoning across civilizations. It investigates 

how interreligious dialogue and comparative theology 

contribute to developing inclusive ethical principles capable 

of addressing global crises like climate change, economic 

inequality, and violent extremism. Drawing from major 

religious traditions, the study argues that theological 

pluralism does not dilute doctrinal truths but enhances mutual 

moral comprehension, which is essential for global 

coexistence. Through a qualitative and thematic analysis, this 

paper proposes a model for "global ethics" grounded in 

pluralistic theology, highlighting convergences in 

compassion, justice, stewardship, and human dignity. 
   

 

 

 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

In the contemporary global landscape, the coexistence of diverse religious traditions and moral systems 

has become more visible and urgent than ever before. Theological pluralism refers to the recognition 

that multiple religious traditions may hold valid, though different, insights into the nature of the divine 

and moral order. Unlike relativism, which negates the possibility of shared truth, theological pluralism 

affirms that truth may be multifaceted and expressed differently across faiths. 

With increasing globalization, humanity faces unprecedented moral challenges—climate change, war, 

poverty, pandemics, and systemic injustice—that demand ethical responses transcending individual 

cultural or religious systems. In this context, constructing a set of global ethics becomes vital not only 

for peaceful coexistence but also for coordinated action across national and ideological boundaries. 

This pursuit is complicated by religious absolutism—the belief that one's own faith holds the exclusive 

claim to truth—and exclusivism, which often fosters inter-religious distrust, intolerance, and conflict. 
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These perspectives hinder dialogue and mutual understanding, preventing the formation of ethical 

consensus. Overcoming these challenges requires embracing a pluralistic framework that encourages 

interfaith dialogue, emphasizes common values, and promotes shared responsibility for the global good. 

This paper explores how theological pluralism can serve as a foundation for constructing global ethics 

rooted in compassion, justice, stewardship, and human dignity—values consistently found in major 

religious traditions despite doctrinal differences. Through comparative analysis and interdisciplinary 

engagement, the study aims to present a workable ethical framework for pluralistic yet morally unified 

global cooperation. 

2. Theological Foundations of Pluralism 

Theological pluralism, as a philosophical and spiritual stance, finds resonance within the historical and 

doctrinal developments of several major world religions. Though varying in metaphysical emphasis, 

traditions such as Islam, Christianity, Hinduism, and Buddhism offer both textual and ethical grounding 

for interfaith coexistence and mutual recognition. This section explores these foundations and highlights 

how pluralistic thinking is not a modern invention, but a revival of ancient inter-religious sensibilities. 

Historical Insights from Major Religions 

Islam encourages respectful engagement with people of other faiths, emphasizing justice and freedom 

of belief. The Qur’an acknowledges religious diversity as part of divine will: 

“To each of you We prescribed a law and a method. Had Allah willed, He would have made you one 

nation...” (Qur’an 5:48) [1]. 

Christianity, especially in its post-Enlightenment and ecumenical forms, has evolved toward accepting 

the spiritual dignity of non-Christians. Jesus’ emphasis on love and neighborliness (Luke 10:27) 

supports the theological underpinning of coexistence [2]. 

Buddhism, grounded in compassion (karuna) and non-attachment, naturally allows space for other paths 

to enlightenment. The Buddha often refrained from metaphysical absolutism, instead promoting ethical 

living over rigid belief systems. 

Hinduism is inherently pluralistic in its cosmology. The Rigveda proclaims: 

“Ekam sat vipra bahudha vadanti” — “Truth is one, the wise call it by many names” (Rigveda 1.164.46), 

celebrating diversity in theological expression. 

Qur'anic and Biblical Support for Pluralism 

The Qur'an not only permits pluralism but affirms religious liberty: 

“There is no compulsion in religion” (Qur’an 2:256) [1]. 

Additionally, it emphasizes shared moral foundations with other Abrahamic traditions: 

“Say: We believe in what was revealed to us and what was revealed to you...” (Qur’an 29:46). 

Similarly, Biblical texts offer numerous references that emphasize inclusivity and justice. The prophetic 

tradition—especially Micah 6:8—calls humanity to “act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with 

God,” which resonates across faiths [2]. 

Pluralism in South Asian Theological Traditions 

South Asia has been a cradle for pluralistic theology, shaped by centuries of religious diversity. 

Philosophers like Kabir, Guru Nanak, and Amir Khusrau bridged religious divides through shared 

mystical experiences and moral teachings. The Bhakti and Sufi movements emphasized divine love and 

personal devotion over ritualistic exclusivism [3]. 
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Sikhism, emerging in a context of Hindu-Muslim dialogue, explicitly affirms the equality of all faiths 

and critiques religious egoism. Guru Granth Sahib includes writings from Hindu, Muslim, and Sikh 

saints, reinforcing theological pluralism in sacred form [4]. 

The theological basis for pluralism is not only textual but also deeply cultural and historical. 

Recognizing these shared values allows for a common ethical ground, fostering peace, dignity, and 

cooperation in an increasingly interconnected world. 

3. Ethical Commonalities Across Religions 

Despite the theological and ritual differences among world religions, a consistent set of core ethical 

values—justice, compassion, stewardship, and truth—can be identified as shared moral constants. These 

values not only form the ethical backbone of religious teachings but also serve as a foundation for 

constructing a pluralistic global ethic. Through scriptural references and exemplary teachings of key 

religious figures, this section highlights the universal moral grammar embedded in diverse faith 

traditions. 

Justice, Compassion, Stewardship, and Truth as Shared Values 

Justice is central to all major religious systems. In Islam, ‘adl (justice) is a divine attribute and a moral 

duty: 

“Indeed, Allah commands justice, excellence, and giving to relatives...” (Qur’an 16:90) [5]. 

In Christianity, justice is inseparable from love and righteousness: 

“Let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream” (Amos 5:24) [6]. 

Compassion, or the ability to alleviate the suffering of others, is considered a divine quality. In 

Buddhism, karuna is a central practice, urging individuals to feel deep empathy for all sentient beings. 

The Qur’an begins with: 

“In the name of Allah, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful”—repeated in every chapter except 

one [5]. 

Stewardship reflects humanity’s responsibility toward the environment and one another. In Islam, 

humans are khalifa (stewards) of the Earth (Qur’an 2:30), while in Judaism and Christianity, the Book 

of Genesis tasks humans with “tending and keeping” the Earth (Genesis 2:15). 

Truth is sacred in nearly all traditions. In Hinduism, Satya (truth) is one of the five fundamental yamas 

(ethical restraints). In Sikhism, Guru Nanak declared: 

“Truth is high, but higher still is truthful living.” (Guru Granth Sahib, p. 62) [9]. 

Comparative Ethical Teachings of Prophet Muhammad, Jesus Christ, Buddha, and Guru Nanak 

Religious Leader Core Ethical Teaching Key Value 

Prophet 

Muhammad 

“None of you truly believes until he loves for his 

brother what he loves for himself” (Hadith) [7] 

Compassion 

Jesus Christ “Love your neighbor as yourself” (Mark 12:31) [8] Love and Justice 

Buddha “Hurt not others in ways that you yourself would find 

hurtful” (Udana-Varga 5.18) [8] 

Non-Harm 

(Ahimsa) 

Guru Nanak “There is no Hindu, there is no Muslim” —

emphasizing shared humanity [9] 

Unity and Truth 
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These teachings illustrate a profound ethical symmetry across traditions. Each figure embodies moral 

universalism, stressing empathy, non-violence, and responsibility toward others. 

These ethical commonalities provide fertile ground for developing a global ethical framework rooted in 

theological pluralism. They challenge the myth that religion inherently breeds division and instead 

reveal religion as a powerful moral ally in addressing shared human concerns. 

4. Pluralism in Practice: Interfaith Ethics and Policy 

Theological pluralism moves beyond intellectual discourse when applied through interfaith action, 

policy engagement, and ethical programming. Across the globe, religious actors and organizations have 

begun implementing shared values to address urgent social and political issues. This section highlights 

interfaith institutions, real-world examples of peacebuilding, and the growing role of theology in global 

justice frameworks. 

Role of Interfaith Councils and Global Organizations 

Institutions like the Parliament of the World’s Religions and the United Religions Initiative exemplify 

the practical application of theological pluralism. These platforms foster cooperation across faiths to 

address global ethical challenges, including conflict resolution, environmental sustainability, and human 

dignity [10]. 

The World Council of Churches and Religions for Peace also operate on pluralistic principles, enabling 

interreligious cooperation in humanitarian relief, advocacy for disarmament, and educational reform. 

Their declarations emphasize that different faith traditions must unite to uphold justice, equality, and 

peace [11]. 

Examples from Peacebuilding and Human Rights Activism 

In Nigeria, Muslim and Christian leaders collaborated during interethnic violence to mediate peace, 

drawing on shared ethical teachings of reconciliation and forgiveness [12]. 

Similarly, in Pakistan, organizations like the National Commission for Interreligious Dialogue & 

Ecumenism have supported peace curricula and counter-extremism efforts through theological dialogue 

between Muslims, Christians, and minority communities [13]. 

These initiatives demonstrate that shared moral frameworks, grounded in faith, can effectively de-

escalate conflict and promote rights-based governance. 

Addressing Climate Change, Gender Justice, and Poverty through Theological Ethics 

Religious ethics are now central to addressing climate change, as seen in Islamic declarations on 

environmental stewardship and Pope Francis’s Laudato Si’, which calls for an “integral ecology” 

blending faith and science [14]. 

Gender justice, too, has found theological backing. Reformist scholars reinterpret sacred texts to 

promote equality, such as Islamic feminists emphasizing rahma (mercy) and adl (justice) to oppose 

patriarchy. 

Faith-based organizations combat poverty by mobilizing zakat (Islamic charity), church welfare 

programs, and Hindu dāna traditions, demonstrating a shared responsibility toward economic justice 

[15]. 

5. Toward a Model of Global Ethics through Pluralism 

Having established the philosophical, theological, and practical viability of pluralism, it becomes 

necessary to propose a model that unites moral diversity under a coherent ethical umbrella. 
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Ethical Synthesis Without Relativism 

A pluralistic global ethic does not imply relativism. Rather, it involves identifying moral convergences 

while preserving doctrinal distinctions. This requires “deep listening,” mutual interpretation, and ethical 

humility. Instead of flattening traditions, pluralism extracts universals—like human dignity and 

compassion—that can be shared without diluting faith identities. 

Policy Implications for Education, Diplomacy, and International Law 

Global ethics informed by pluralism can: 

• Revise educational curricula to include comparative ethics and interfaith studies [16]. 

• Inform diplomacy, allowing leaders to invoke shared moral language in negotiations and treaties 

[17]. 

• Influence international law by embedding interreligious ethical insights into human rights, climate 

protocols, and refugee frameworks. 

A Proposed “Convergence Framework” Based on Shared Religious Values 

This framework includes: 

Ethical 

Principle 

Universal Religious Root Policy Application 

Human 

Dignity 

All humans created in divine image 

(Islam, Christianity, Hinduism) 

Refugee rights, anti-

discrimination laws 

Justice Divine mandate (Qur’an 16:90, Amos 

5:24) 

Legal fairness, anti-

corruption programs 

Compassion Core virtue in Buddhism, Christianity, 

Islam 

Humanitarian aid, healthcare 

access 

Stewardship Earth as a trust (Genesis 2:15, Qur’an 

6:141) 

Environmental policy, 

sustainable energy 

Truthfulness Sacred truth (Guru Granth Sahib, Satya 

Yuga) 

Journalism ethics, 

transparency mandates 

This framework could serve as the ethical charter for a global interreligious council and act as a 

referential guide for governments, NGOs, and educators alike [18][19][20]. 

Graphs and Charts 

 
Graph 1: Convergence of Ethical Values Across Major World Religions 

Legend:     = Explicit Teaching,     = Implicit or Secondary Teaching 
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Graph 2: Global Support for Interfaith Ethical Initiatives (Survey Data 2020–2024) 

• X-axis: Year (2020 to 2024) 

• Y-axis: Number of Interfaith Ethical Initiatives (Global) 

(Line graph showing growth of interfaith ethical programs worldwide) 

Summary 

The paper demonstrates that theological pluralism offers a viable pathway for constructing global ethics 

by harnessing the moral teachings found in diverse faith traditions. Rather than erasing differences, it 

celebrates shared moral insights that transcend doctrinal boundaries. Through scriptural analysis and 

real-world case studies, the study reveals how compassion, justice, and stewardship can form a unifying 

ethical vision. This model is especially vital in a fragmented world where religion continues to influence 

socio-political landscapes. The research concludes by recommending a “Convergence Framework” for 

policymakers, educators, and faith leaders to implement pluralistic ethics in governance, curricula, and 

international diplomacy. 
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